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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 20005 

FROM VATICAN OFFICE 
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TAGS: MPOL, XF, VT 

SUBJECT: POPE RENEWS SUPPORT FOR PEACE IN MIDDLE EAST 
REF: (A) ROME 19054 (NOTAL), (B) ROME 18984 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . DURING PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS CEREMONY 
DECEMBER 3, THE NEW AMBASSADOR OF IRAQ TO HOLY SEE, 

SALAH OMAR AL-ALI, POPE TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW 
HIS DECLARATION FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

(REFTELB). 

2. ACCORDING TO FRONT PAGE ARTICLE IN VATICAN 
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ORGAN L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO, DECEMBER 4, THE 
POPE TOLD AMBASSADOR AL-ALI THE FOLLOWING: 

BEGIN QUOTE: WE HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THE 

VALUED CONTRIBUTION THAT YOUR COUNTRY CAN MAKE 

TO THAT CAUSE (OF PEACE) ESPECIALLY IN THE 

MIDDLE EAST. FOR TOO LONG HAS THAT PART OF 

THE WORLD BEEN A CENTER OF MISTRUST. HATRED AND 
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CONFLICT. WE HOPE THAT EVERYTHING WILL NOW BE 
DONE TO CLEAR AWAY INIUSTICES AND ANIMOSITIES AND 
TO BUILD THE FOUNDATION OF UNDERSTANDING AND 
GENEROSITY ON WHICH CAN REST A LASTING PEACE. 

WE PRAY THAT THE PEOPLES OF THE MIDDLE EAST. 

WHO ACKNOWLEDGE THE GREATNESS AND LOVE OF THE ONE 
GOD. MAY SOON LIVE FRATERNALLY TOGETHER, WITH 
WHOLEHEARTED RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER'S HUMAN 
AND RELIGIOUS RIGHTS, ESPECIALLY IN THE HOLY CITY 
OF JERUSALEM. THE CATHOLIC CHURCH WILL NOT FAIL TO 
DO WHATEVER IT CAN TO FURTHER THIS HOPE. END QUOTE 

3. THE POPE MADE THIS STATEMENT IN REPLY TO 
AMBASSADOR AL-ALI'S STRONGLY WORDED CALL FOR 
VATICAN ACTION ON BEHALF ON THE PEOPLE OF PALESTINE 
AND HIS SPECIFIC "INVITATION” FOR THE OPOE’S 
"INTERVENTION FOR SAVING THE HOLY CITY OF JERUSLAEM, 
WHICH WAS IN THE PROCESS OF BEING TRANSFORMED." 

END UNCALSSIFIED. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

4. COMMENT: VATICAN OFFICIAL TOLD US THAT 

POP PAUL, DURING PRIVATE AUDIENCE WITH AMBASSADOR 
AL-ALI, IN EFFORT TO CONVEY VATICAN SUPPORT FOR 
EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT'S TRIP TO JERUSALEM, 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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EXPRESSED HOPE THAT "RECENT INITIATIVE" WOULD 
PRODUCE FORWARD MOVEMENT TOWARD GENERAL MIDDLE 
EAST PEACE. HE ALSO SAID THAT POPE WOULD 
TKAE SIMILAR LINE WHEN NEW SYRIAN AMBASSADOR 
TO HOLY SEE, ALAH EL-FATAL, PRESENTS HIS CREDENTIALS 
ON DECEMBER 13. END CONFIDENTIAL. 

GARDNER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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